


We know that expanding access to high-quality education is the best way to close the growing opportunity gap 
in our country. That’s why SCAN is continuing to work with Republicans, Democrats and coalition partners in 
Washington to expand access to high-quality early childhood education and home visiting programs, including 
Save the Children’s Early Steps to School Success program, which assists babies and young children with language, 
social and emotional development; equips parents with the skills and knowledge to be the first and most important 
teacher for their child; and develops strong home-school connections. Save the Children has been implementing 
education and health programs in Washington since 2008 and currently works with six schools in two counties to 
deliver these programs to nearly 1,000 children.

Our Successes
With the help of our activist base in Washington, we have made great progress in advancing our goals for children 
in the Evergreen State and around the world. 

In King County, SCAN supported the Best Starts for Kids ballot measure in 2015. The ballot measure passed with 
the benefit of our broad public education campaign, which included direct mail to more than 130,000 households 
in King County, targeted door-to-door canvassing and volunteer phone calls to more than 1,300 households.  As 
a result, there are new early learning and intervention programs in King County for children ages 5 and under, as 
well as expanded access to early learning and home visiting programs. 

In 2017, we worked with the Seattle City Council to pass a sweetened beverage tax that’s providing millions for 
birth to three programs and child care in Seattle. 

In 2018, we advocated for a significant expansion of the Seattle Preschool Program.  We worked with Seattle Mayor 
Jenny Durkan and Seattle City Council, who ultimately crafted a Families, Education, Preschool and Promise Levy 
that would give almost 15,000 kids access to Seattle’s affordable, high-quality preschool program over the next 
7-years. We then worked with our volunteers to get out the vote—knocking on doors and calling voters. Nearly
70% of Seattle voters support the levy.

Looking Ahead
In 2019, we are focused on supporting children in the first three of life. Specifically, we’re advocating for: 1) a $9 
million increase in state funding for home visiting, to support a portfolio of programs, 2) supporting access to 
high-quality, affordable child care by increasing Working Connections Child Care (WCCC) base rates, especially 
for infants and toddlers and 3) creating and funding a pilot for early ECEAP (Early Childhood Education and 
Assistance Program) for infants to children who are 3 years old. 

We will also continue to work in the City of Seattle to ensure that the implementation of the Families, Education, 
Preschool and Promise Levy includes the strongest possible investment in the Seattle Preschool Program. At the 
federal level, we’re working to protect Head Start and Early Head Start and to address child care deserts around 
the nation.

Children may only be 20 percent of our population, but they are 100 percent of our future. Investments in our kids 
are the best ones we can make. 
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